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199ANNEXES • A BRIEF SURVEY OF THE ARCHIVES
The Hennebique agency archive 
collection
Simon Vaillant
From 1967, the Hennebique archive collection was conserved 
at the Conservatoire National des Arts et Métiers (Paris). In 
1989, it was deposited with the archives of the Institut 
Français d’Architecture.428
Although incomplete (estimated at 50,000 files among the 
150,000 dealt with by the agency between 1898 and 1967), 
this archive is nevertheless the largest collection of docu-
ments existing in France on the history of construction with 
reinforced concrete (with that of the Pelnard-Considère et 
Caquot design office conserved at the Archives Nationales 
du Monde du Travail in Roubaix). It consists of 400 linear 
meters of case files, 10 linear metres of agency documents, 
6500 photographs, and almost every issue of the journal Le 
Béton armé (1898-1939).429
The design files make up the main body of the collection 
and are spread over a period going from 1892 to 1939. Of 
varying size (in terms of volume and contents), each file was 
assigned an order number (numéro d’affaire) corresponding 
to that of the series in the main office. The files contain 
written documents (correspondence, calculations, quantity 
sheets, and “breakdown and use of bars” sheets (making 
it possible to order materials). In certain cases, there are 
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